Al i

1o bve; taking on a major renovation can
becoma almost a vocation, Thisis i b
certanly the case with Gini and Dave Clayton's
detached property in a sleepy Kenl cul-de-
sac. With admirable dedication, they have
managed to extend it, gut the intenor and
create an enommous kitchan, all in the space of _ﬁ X
ayear, “The previous owners had done litte to
the house in the 28 years they had ived here;
wood chip covered eveary wall, magnolia paint
came as standard and the kilchen itsell was &,
small and unexciting,” says Gini. *So, to
accommodate our girts, Charlotte, aleven, and
Natabe, seven, not to mention Tara the dog
and Lucky the cat, it was top prionty o —y
complete the new kitchen, although it was oy
sometimes hand 10 keep positive, especially \
when things wen! wrong,” she adds. 1! \

~ ome houses amn more than just a place
S

1

ibove Old and new styles sit seamiessly side- i
by-side - Maytag's ZigZag Iridge freezer is | |
Manked by beautiful cat's paw pippy oak units.

porary infi c \
materials to meet all its owners’ mmw l
requirements, the resulting desk up
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New Leaf Interiors, 140 High Street, West Wickham, f
Kent BR4 OLZ. Tel: 020 8776 1712.
Kitchens cost from around £15,000.
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right Contemporary bar stools offer Dave and : |
Gini relae while aniov 1
aglass of wine.
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mmmmmummmmm.mm now spend mast of their
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Durabis Voiga blue gr chosen for its subthe irid

flecks which twinkle in the kght.
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“The i1sland is the

most successful
element: it’s
practical, versatile

and very social.”

To create the necessary space for busy
tamily ife, the kitchen was extended by two
thirds and a wtility room added at the far end.
The couple spent a long time deciding on the
actual look they wanted, trawling through
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we chosa vanous maternals and wood
treatmants, which bring a wanm, homely feel.”
Jonathan's scheme fuses white-painted
Lendey units with sections of rich, cat's paw
pippy oak. The Britannia range oven is framed

many magazines. After much delb !

they opted for help from Mew Leaf interiors'
designer Jonathan Reynolds. “We wanted a
mibxture of okd and new.” explains Dave, “As
the kitchen is so big, we were afraid that one
shade would look too uniform and bland, so

with mantie, Either side, handy
spice cupboards ane positioned at eye-level,
along with adjoining glass-panelied wal
cabinets. A run of base units spans the wall
underneath two windows overlooking the
garden, while, opposite, loor-to-celing oak

[the essential kbb |

windows is a flat-fronted LCD TV. “We
needed a room whens the whole tamily could
spend time togather, 50 we put the television
in to alow the girts 10 watch their favourite
programimes while dining at the island,”
says Gini. There's also an integrated sound
system; the cause of many arguments
betwsen Dave and his daughters about the
choice of music,
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The sizeabla istland dominates the centre of
the room. Rejecting a totally solid option, it
has cupboards and a wine rack at one end,
and, al tha other, a tabl Y fth turmned
oak legs and four contemporany bar stools. |
think the istand is the most successh element
of the kitchen; it's practical for food
|preparation but it's also a social area - very
versatie,” says Jonathan.

T with the whit p i
travertine floor tikes, the couple opted for an ‘
eye-calching Volga blue granite for the
worklops; 5o called becausa the black of the
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butterfies wings of indescent blue. Dave, in
particular, loves it and even had blue halogen
lights installed to pick out the colour,

MNow that the kitchen has been ticked off
their 'to do' list, Dave and Gini can sit back and
enjoy at least one part of their house. “The wait
has certainly been worth it,” she smiles.
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the Claytons’ lfestyle, perfectly.

below leit Franke's Triflo Corinthian mixer tap
arches over thy sink.

below far left A slim-fine, sectioned utensils
drawer ensures all cutlery is kept organised and
easily accessible.
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